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In this enlightening tour of conspiracy theories, Mark Fenster guides readers through
this shadowy world and analyzes its complex role in American culture and politics.
Fenster argues that conspiracy theories are a form of popular political interpretation
and contends that recognizing how they circulate through mass culture helps us better
understand our society as a whole. To that end, he discusses Richard Hofastader's The
Paranoid Style in American Politics, the militia movement, the X-Files, popular
Christian apocalypic thought, and such artifacts of suspicion as the Turner Diaries, The
Illuminatus! Trilogy, and the novels of Richard Condon.

Fenster analyzes the "conspiracy community" of radio shows, magazine and book
publishers, Internet resources, and role-playing games that cultivate these theories. He
believes conspiracy theory has become a thrill for a bored subculture, one
characterized by its members' reinteerpretation of "accepted" history, their deep
cynicism about contemporary politics, and their longing for a utopian future.

作者介绍: 

Mark Fenster received his Ph.D in communication from the University of Illinois and his
law degree from Yale University. He currently lives in Denver.
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书评

“蓝光计划”听来不可思议，但的确有许多人深信不疑。加拿大魁北克知名的新闻调查
记者Serge
Monast(1945～1996年12月5日)在90年代揭露了“蓝光计划”，但他和另一位调查记者
相继因心脏病死亡，之前两人都没有心脏病史，至今，Serge Monast的著作《Masonic
conspiracy theories...  
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