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Few people realize that one of the nation's largest health programs runs through the
tax system. Reformers of all stripes propose to modify current tax rules as part of larger
programs to increase coverage and control costs. Is the current system working? Will
tax-based reforms achieve their goals? Several of the nation's foremost experts on
taxation and health policy address these questions in "Using Taxes to Reform Health
Insurance", a joint product of the Urban-Brookings Tax Policy Center and the American
Tax Policy Institute.Led by respected economists Henry Aaron of the Brookings
Institution and Leonard Burman of the Urban Institute, contributors examine the role
taxes currently play, the likely effects of recently introduced health savings accounts,
the challenges of administering major subsidies for health insurance through the tax
system, and options for using the tax system to expand health insurance coverage. No
taxpayer or consumer of health care services can afford to ignore these issues.
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