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Kindergarten-Grade 2-Through simple sentences and hilarious yet realistic acrylic
illustrations, readers are treated to a week of observations made by a young female
wombat who becomes chummy with a human family. The diarist's obsessions with
sleep and carrots allow a rest from heavier chuckles over a confrontation with a
welcome mat: "Discovered flat, hairy creature invading my territory. Fought major
battle with flat, hairy creature. Won battle. Neighbors should be pleased. Demanded a
reward." French's text, in Kid's Stuff Plain font, also indirectly informs on habitat and
wombats' nocturnal lifestyle. Whatley gives a sublime balance of the adorable charm
of the creature, along with its drawbacks as an acquaintance. This title will team nicely
with Margaret Spurling's Bilby Moon (Kane/Miller, 2001) for studies of Australian
wildlife.
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