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When Namita is ten years old, her mother takes her to Kennedy Bridge, a seamy
neighborhood in Bombay, home to hookers and dance girls. There, in a cramped
one-room apartment lives Dhondutai, the last living disciple of two of the finest Indian
classical singers of the twentieth century: the legendary Alladiya Khan and the great
songbird Kesarbai Kerkar. Namita begins to learn singing from Dhondutai, at first
reluctantly and then, as the years pass, with grovving passion. Dhondutai sees in her a
second Kesarbai, but does Namita have the dedication to give herself up completely to
the discipline like her teacher? Or will there always be too many late nights and
cigarettes? And where do love and marriage fit into all of this?

A bestsellerin India, where itwas a literary sensation, The Music Room is a deeply
moving meditation on how traditionsand life lessons are passed along generations, on
the sacrifices made by women through the ages, andon a

largelyunknown,butvitalaspect of Indian life and culture that will utterly fascinate
American readers.
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