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The fifth volume of "A History of the Book in America" addresses the economic, social,
and cultural shifts affecting print culture from World War Il to the present. During this
period factors such as the expansion of government, the growth of higher education,
the climate of the Cold War, globalization, and the development of multimedia and
digital technologies influenced the patterns of consolidation and diversification
established earlier.The thirty-three contributors to the volume explore the evolution of
the publishing industry and the business of bookselling. The histories of government
publishing, law and policy, the periodical press, literary criticism, and reading--in
settings such as schools, libraries, book clubs, self-help programs, and collectors'
societies--receive imaginative scrutiny as well. "The Endurmg Book" demonstrates that
the corporate consolidations of the last half-century have left space for the
independent publisher, that multiplicity continues to define American print culture,
and that even in the digital age, the book endures.
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