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The TAZARA (Tanzania Zambia Railway Authority) or Freedom Railway stretches from
Dar es Salaam on the Tanzanian coast to the Copperbelt region of Zambia. The
ramNay,bthduﬂngthe%Mﬂght@fth@(kﬂd\Nan\Nasintendedtoredwectthernineﬁﬂ
wealth of the interior away from routes through South Africa and Rhodesia. After being
rebuffed by Western donors, newly independent Tanzania and Zambia accepted help
from communist China to construct what would become one of Africa's most vital
transportation corridors. Drawing on first-hand experiences of engineers and laborers
together with life histories of traders who used the railway, Jamie Monson tracks the
rairoadfmwnihsdeggnENMjConschUontoihsdaHyuseEBeaEassengerﬁainthat
provided an important means for moving people and goods from one village to
anothen??ﬂsen%agWQ;hBU) reveals how transnational interests contributed to
environmental change, population movements, the rise of local and regional
economic enterprise, and one of the most sweeping development transitions in
post-colonial Africa.
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