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Once upon a time, civic virtue described an ethic of political involvement for all
citizens. As American democracy evolved, however, the public and private spheres
separated. The latter became domesticated and disengaged from public life by an
ideology based on gender and a 'disinterested love' of neighbour. Private passion was
to be isolated from public reason, private love from public justice. But it need not be
so. Drawing on examples of ordinary heroes, Ann Mongoven argues for a transformed
civic virtue that articulates 'just love': passionate care for fellow citizens as such. By
connecting theory to practice, Mongoven dramatizes the challenges raised through
tangible political examples and lets ordinary heroes suggest the path toward civic
renewal.
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