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Modern Rome is a city rife with contradictions. Once the seat of ancient glory, it is now
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often the object of national contempt. It plays a significant part on the world stage, but
the concerns of its residents are often deeply parochial. And while they live in the seat
of a world reli%ion, Romans can be vehemently anticlerical. These tensions between
the past and the present, the global and the local, make Rome fertile ground to study
urban social life, the construction of the past, the role of religion in daily life, and how a
capital city relates to the rest of the nation.

Michael Herzfeld focuses on Rome’ s historic Monti district and the wrenching
dislocation caused by rapid economical, political, and social change. Evicted from
Fternity tells the story of the gentrification of Monti—once the architecturally stunning
home of a community of artisans and shopkeepers now displaced by an invasion of
rapacious real estate speculators, corrupt officials, dithering politicians, deceptive
clerics, and shady thugs. As Herzfeld picks apart the messy story of Monti” s
transformation, he ranges widely over many aspects of life there and in the rest of the
city, richly depicting the uniquely local landscape of globalization in Rome,
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Michael Herzfeld was educated at the Universities of Cambridge (B.A. in Archaeology
and Anthropology, 1969), Athens (non-degree program in Greek Folklore, 1969-70),
Birmingham (M.A., Modern Greek Studies, 1972; D.Litt.,, 1989); and Oxford (Social
Anthropology, D.Phil., 1976). Before moving to Harvard, he taught at Vassar CoHeTge
(1978-80) and Indiana University (l980—9l)%vvhere he served as Associate Chair of the
Research Center for Language and Semiotic Studies, 1980-85, and as Chair of the
Department of Anthropology, 1987-90). Lord Simon Visiting Professor at the University
of Manchester in 1994, he has also taught at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences
Sociales (1995), Paris, at the Universita di Padova (1992), the Universita diRoma “La
Sapienza” (1999-2000), and the University of Melbourne (intermittently since 2004),
and has held a visiting research appointments at the Australian National University and
the University of Sydney (1985), at the University of Adelaide, and at the Université de
Paris-X (Nanterre) (1991).
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