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Salvation Army is a coming-of-age novel that narrates the story of Taïa's life with
complete disclosure — from a childhood bound by family order and latent
(homo)sexual tensions in the poor city of Salé, through an adolescence in Tangier
charged by the young writer's attraction to his eldest brother, to his disappointing
"arrival" in the Western world to study in Geneva in adulthood—and in so doing
manages to burn through the author's first-person singularity to embody the complex
mélange of fear and desire projected by Arabs on Western culture, and move towards
restituting their alterity.
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评论

I love Abdellah Taïa as a person. This is an amazing book published in France
subsidized by the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. An amazing, amazing book with
love, passion, heartbreaks and salvation. His writing touches my heart. The lure of
Europe; the love for literature; the loneliness and hopelessness, all resonate with me.
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