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Mixing the mundane with the metaphysical, the pairings of the everyday and the
extraordinary in this collection of short fiction yield supernatural results -- a young
musician perceives another world while drinking coffee; a fairy chronicles his busy life
in a sandcastle during the changing tide; a demonic 16th-century chess set shows up
in a New Jersey bar; and Charon, the boatman of hell, takes a few days of vacation.
Storylines both conventional and outlandish reveal humdrum routines as menacing
and imaginary worlds as perfectly familiar. Allusions to authors such as Edgar Allan Poe
and Jules Verne reinforce the fantasy tradition in these tales, while understated
humour and moments of sadness add a quirky unpredictability. Each story is followed
by a brief afterword that details its genesis, offering insight into the many
autobiographical elements found within.

作者介绍: 

Jeffrey Ford is the author of the novels, Vanitas, The Physiognomy, Memoranda, The
Beyond, The Portrait of Mrs. Charbuque, The Girl in the Glass, The Cosmology of the
Wider World, and The Shadow Year, The Twilight Pariah, Ahab's Return, Or The Last
Voyage, and Out of Body, coming from Tor.com in May, 2020. His story collections are
The Fantasy Writer's Assistant, The Empire of Ice Cream, The Drowned Life, Crackpot
Palace, A Natural History of Hell, and The Best of Jeffrey Ford from PS, Dec. 2019. Ford
has published well over 100 short stories, which have appeared in numerous journals,
magazines and anthologies, from The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction to The
Oxford Book of American Short Stories. He is the recipient of the World Fantasy Award,
Nebula, Shirley Jackson Award, Edgar Allan Poe Award, Grand Prix de l'Imaginaire
(France), Hayakawa Award (Japan). His fiction has been translated into about 20
languages. In addition to writing, he’s been a professor of literature and writing for 30
years and has been a guest lecturer at Clarion Writing Workshop, The Stone Coast MFA
Program, The Richard Hugo House in Seattle, and the Antioch University Writing
Workshop. He lives in Ohio and currently teaches part time at Ohio Wesleyan
University.

Link to Ford's homepage -- http://www.well-builtcity.com/
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