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This key reference is a primer on energy in a state that continues to lead the world in
finding sustainable solutions to one of the most pressing issues of the twenty-first
century. While much public debate has focused on fossil fuels, this clearly written guide
provides essential information on a broader range of issues - where our energy comes
from, where future supplies will be found, and what new advances are being made in
the area of renewable energy sources. Making the complex world of energy science
and policy accessible to a wide audience, Peter Asmus examines the rich human
history of California's earliest oil and hydroelectricity developments, explains the
natural history underpinning the state's cornucopia of energy sources, covers such
controversial sources as nuclear reactors and liquefied natural gas, and more."
Introduction to Energy in California" includes: a discussion of oil, nuclear power, coal,
emerging alternative technologies, and renewable sources including geothermal, solar,
wind, and hydropower; an analysis of the challenges and solutions facing California
and the world on energy-related issues such as global climate change; compelling case
studies of corporations, governments, communities, and individuals working on
today's most pressing energy questions; and, color illustrations, useful maps, and clear
graphics throughout.
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