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Understanding the impacts of urbanization on the urban water cycle and managing
the associated health risks demand adequate strategies and measures. Health risks
associated with urban water systems and services include the microbiological and
chemical contamination of urban waters and outbreak of water-borne diseases,
mainly due to poor water and sanitation in urban areas, and the discharge as well as
the disposal of inadequately treated, or untreated, industrial and domestic
wastewater. Climate change only exacerbates these problems, as alternative scenarios
need to be taken into consideration in urban water risk management. Urban Water
Security: Managing Risks - the result of a project by UNESCO's International
Hydrological Programme on the topic - addresses issues associated with urban water
risks. The first section of the volume describes risks associated with urban water
systems and services. The volume then discusses the concept of risk management for
urban water systems and explores different approaches to managing and controlling
urban water risks. A concluding section presents case studies on managing urban
water risks. Urban Water Series - UNESCO-IHP, ISSN 1749-0790 Following from the
Sixth Phase of UNESCO's International Hydrological Programme (2002-2007), the
Urban Water Series - UNESCO-IHP addresses fundamental issues related to the role of
water in cities and the effects of urbanization on the hydrological cycle and water
resources. Focusing on the development of integrated approaches to sustainable
urban water management, the Series should inform the work of urban water
management practitioners, policy-makers and educators throughout the world. Series
Editors Cedo Maksimovic, Imperial College, London, United Kingdom J. Alberto
Tejada-Guibert, International Hydrological Programme, UNESCO, Paris, France
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