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Donald Winch completes the intellectual history of political economy begun in Riches
and Poverty (1996). A major theme addressed in both volumes is the 'bitter argument
between economists and human beings' provoked by Britain's industrial revolution.
Winch takes the argument from Mill's contributions to the 'condition-of-England'
debate in 1848 through to the work on economic wellbeing of Alfred Marshall. The
writings of major figures of the period are examined in a sequence of interlinked essays
that ends with consideration of the twentieth-century fate of the debate between
utilitarians and romantics in the hands of Leavis, Willlams and Thompson. Donald
Winch is one of Britain's most distinguished historians of ideas, and Wealth and Life
brings to fruition a long-standing interest in the history of those intellectual pursuits
that have shaped the understanding of Britain as an industrial society, and continue to
influence cultural responses to the moral questions posed by economic life.
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