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The Great Indian or Thar Desert is characterized by extremely harsh climatic
conditions. Nevertheless, this unique rec%ion, consisting ofvery different habitats
ranging from grassland, sand dunes and rocky expanses to hilly wooded terrains, but
also crop fields and abandoned human habitations, features a spectacular
biodiversity. In 16 chapters, reputed experts in their fields describe the regional climate
and microclimatic regime of this hot, arid desert, and its diverse faunal inhabitants.
These range from dung beetles, ants and spiders to lizards and snakes, vultures, doves
and other birds, bats, gerbils and mice, and mammals including the gazelle and langur,
some appearing in the IUCN Red List of threatened species. Key aspects of the ecology
and conservation of this endangered ecosystem are discussed, notably pest control
and the protective role of local religious communities, as well as the impacts of
large-scale irrigation schemes, changing land-use patterns and climate change.
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