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Bioremediation is a rapidly advancing field and the technolo;{gy has been applied
successfully to remediate many contaminated sites. The goal of every soil remediation
method is to enhance the degradation, transformation, or detoxification of pollutants
and to protect, maintain and sustain environmental quality. Advances in our
understanding of the ecology of microbial communities capable of breaking down
various pollutants and the molecular and biochemical mechanisms by which
biodegradation occurs have helped us in developm% practical soil bioremediation
strategies. Chapters dealing with the application of biological methods to soil
remediation are contributed from experts a " authorities in the area of environmental
science including microbiology and molecular biology a " from academic institutions
and industry.
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