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Wyatt Prunty's eighth collection, The Lover's Guide to Trapping, opens with a Homeric
mole who tunnels the yard then disappears, a nervous alpha dog convinced she gets
less food than her sister because she eats faster, and a house wren whose loud
expectation is that she be let in. And there are others who populate the pages of this
book, one stray cat, one ghost, but many who are human-soldiers, prisoners,
wide-eyed children, matriarchs, Verdi in despair over having cast a plump Violetta who
cannot play her role as a consumptive. All of those described here are vulnerable,
some of them searingly so, and all are acutely aware of just how angular their worlds
can be, whether accompanied by terror or hilarity.
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