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Once focusing solely on reproduction and reproductive matters, the study of women's
health has expanded to include cardiovascular disease, breast cancer, colorectal
cancer, and osteoporosis. The United States has established an office dedicated to
researching women's health issues, and the Women's Health Initiative has begun
collecting data on the prevention of diseases common among women. Yet the health
care issues affecting diverse groups of women have remained underfunded and
understudied. Diversity and Women's Health calls attention to this glaring discrepancy
and presents cutting-edge research on women's health from a feminist perspective.
The contributors argue that the health issues specific to lesbians, elderly women,
women of color, immigrant women, and disabled women must become a central part
of the broader conversation on women's health in the United States. Essays in this
collection highlight the disparities in diagnosis and treatment among women because
of their race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, disability, and age from both medical and
women's studies perspectives. In reviewing the history of feminist scholarship on
health care, the contributors to this volume show how bringing a feminist perspective
to biomedical research will address the health care needs of marginalized groups in
the United States.
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