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BOTH A MEDICAL DRAMA AND MEDITATION ON MOTHERHOOD, THE WATER GIVER IS
JOAN RYAN'S GRIPPING ACCOUNT OF HER SON'S NEAR-FATAL ACCIDENT. 

WHEN SHE FIRST CALLED TO THE HOSPITAL, Joan Ryan thinks it means only a few
stitches and a wasted afternoon. Instead she spends months rather than hours with
her son in the hospital and in rehab, watching him fight to survive a traumatic brain
injury. Joan retraces the tumultuous, complicated relationship that delivers mother
and son to this moment when, through his brush with death and his painful
rehabilitation, they are challenged to redefine who they are and what they mean to
each other. Never easy to parent, her son had spent most of his sixteen years lurching
from one setback to the next, struggling to overcome learning disabilities and ADHD.
Joan's grim determination to solve the puzzle of his odd and often defiant behavior left
her confounded and exasperated. She became so controlling and judgmental, so
focused on trying to fix him, that she became more his relentless reformer than his
loving mother. When her son wakes from his coma, Joan gets a second chance at
motherhood. She rejoices at his first word, his first step, his first spoon of food, his first
attempt to write. She gets to be his mother all over again and for the first time
recognizes what an amazing, heroic young man he is. The Water Giver is the universal
story of a mother coming to terms with her limitations and learning that the best way
to help her child is simply to love him.
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