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The Holocaust--one of the most horrific examples of man's inhumanity to man in
recorded history--resulted in the genocide of millions of people, most of them Jews.
This volume explores the daily lives of the Holocaust victims and their heroic efforts to
maintain a normal existence under inhumane conditions. Readers will learn about the
effects of pogroms, Jewish ghettoes, Nazi rule, and deportation on everyday tasks like
going to school, practicing religion, or eating dinner. Chapters on life in the
concentration camps describe the incomprehensible conditions that plagued the
inmates and the ways in which they managed to survive. Soumerai, a survivor herself,
offers a unique perspective on the events. Coverage also includes accounts of
resistance and the role of rescuers. Four new chapters explore current human rights
abuses, including Holocaust denials, modern genocide, and human trafficking,
enabling readers to contrast present and past events. In addition to a timeline, a
glossary, and engaging illustrations, the second edition also features an extensive
bibliography and resource center that guides student researchers toward web sites,
organizations, films, and books on the Holocaust and other human rights abuses.
Primary source testimonies from survivors provide powerful insight into the
devastating effects of Nazi rule on people's lives. Soumerai, a survivor herself, offers a
unique perspective on the events and insight into the persecution of non-Jews:
Gypsies, gays, clergy who protested or protected victims, Communists, Jehovah's
Witnesses, the mentally ill and handicapped. Readers will explore the effects of
pogroms, Jewish ghettoes, Nazi rule, and deportation on everyday tasks like going to
school, practicing religion, or eating dinner. Chapters on life in the concentration
camps describe the incomprehensible conditions within the camps, including the
ways in which inmates managed to survive: avoiding the infirmary, rationing food,
utilizing the market system to trade for goods and clothing. Four new chapters shed a
modern light on the events of the Holocaust, exploring human rights abuses that
continue even today, including Holocaust Denials; genocide in Cambodia, Rwanda,
and Sudan; and child slavery and human trafficking. The new material allows readers
to compare and contrast present and past human rights abuses, exploring what
lessons we have learned, if any, from the Holocaust. An expanded bibliography and
resource center guides readers toward related web sites, organizations, films and
books related to the Holocaust, modern-day slavery and genocide, child soldiers, and
related human rights topics. Illustrations, a timeline of events and a glossary of terms
are also included, making this a comprehensive resource for student researchers.
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