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Published to accompany German Expressionist Anselm Kiefer's 2008 exhibition at
Galerie Thaddaeus Ropac, Salzburg, this exquisitely produced volume features
black-and-white documentary photographs of the artist and his fabled indoor-outdoor
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Paris studio, a very generous selection of color reproductions and details and an
insightful interview of Kiefer by Klaus Dermutz. The work itself is a cycle of roughly 30
paintings and one sculpture from 2007 and 2008 that deal with the biblical figure of the
Virgin Mary. Its title, which translates to "Maria Walks amid the Thorn," refers to an old
German Christmas carol that has been popular for the better part of the past century.
Some of the works in this important new cycle were started in the 1970s and
completed in recent months with Keifer's unique sedimenting" method."
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