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The American West used to be a story of gunfights, glory, wagon trails, and linear
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progress. Historians such as Frederick Jackson Turner and Hollywood movies such as
Stagecoach (1939) and Shane (1953) cast the trans-Mississippi region as a frontier of
epic proportions where 'savagery' met 'civilization' and boys became men. During the
late 1980s, this old way of seeing the West came under heavy fire. Scholars such as
Patricia Nelson Limerick and Richard White forged a fresh story of the region, a new
vision of the West, based around the conquest of peoples and landscapes. This book
explores the bipolar world of Turner's Old West and Limerick's New West and reveals
the values and ambiguities associated with both historical traditions. Sections on
Lewis and Clark, the frontier and the cowboy sit alongside work on Indian genocide
and women's trail diaries. Images of the region as seen through the arcade Western,
Hollywood film and Disney theme parks confirm the West as a symbolic and contested
landscape.Tapping into popular fascination with the Cowboy, Hollywood movies, the
Indian Wars, and Custer's Last Stand, the authors show the reader how to deconstruct
the imagery and reality surrounding Western history. Key Features *Uses popular
subjects (the Cowboy, Hollywood westerns, the Indian Wars, and Custer's Last Stand)
to enliven the text *Includes 13 b+w illustrations *Interdisciplinary approach covers
film, literature, art and historical artefacts
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