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In "Things Fall Away", Neferti X. M. Tadiar offers a new paradigm for understanding
politics and globalization. Her analysis illuminates both the power of Filipino subaltern
experience to shape social and economic realities and the critical role of the nation's
writers and poets in that process. Through close readings of poems, short stories, and
novels brought into conversation with scholarship in anthropology, sociology, politics,
and economics, Tadiar demonstrates how the devalued experiences of the Philippines'
vast subaltern populations - experiences that 'fall away' from the attention of
mainstream and progressive accounts of the global capitalist present - help to make
the material conditions of social life that feminists, urban activists, and revolutionaries
seek to transform. Reading these 'fallout' experiences as vital yet overlooked forms of
political agency, Tadiar offers a new and provocative analysis of the unrecognized
productive forces at work in global trends such as the growth of migrant domestic
labor, the emergence of postcolonial 'civil society', and the 'democratization' of
formerly authoritarian nations. Tadiar treats the historical experiences articulated in
feminist, urban protest, and revolutionary literatures of the 1960s-90s as 'cultural
software' for the transformation of dominant social relations. She considers feminist
literature in relation to the feminization of labor in the 1970s, when between 300,000
and 500,000 prostitutes were working in the areas around U.S. military bases, and in
the 1980s and 1990s, when more than five million Filipinas left the country to toil as
maids, nannies, nurses, and sex workers. She reads urban protest literature in relation
to authoritarian modernization and crony capitalism, and she reevaluates
revolutionary literature's constructions of the heroic revolutionary subject and the
messianic masses, probing these social movements' unexhausted cultural resources
for radical change.
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