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Kelly-Anne Riess portrays women naked in loneliness, longing, and in the temporary,
transitory hands of often-brutal lovers. Within the long traditions of relationship poems
the reader is reminded of the timeless sweep of the fear, distrust, and pain that destroy
love and those who seek it. But it is Riess' intelligence and worldliness as much as her
powerful dynamics of sexuality and secrecy, and her penchant to capture real and
imagined violence, that make this collection bristle with energy. "To End A
Conversation" details our self-destructive nature and our inability to save ourselves
when we pursue love's twisted, dangerous paths. But, there remains the indomitable
human spirit to endure and come back for more and Riess' poems capture that spirit in
remarkable ways.
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