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This examination of the interaction between fictional representations of the Civil War
and the memoirs and autobiographies of Civil War soldiers argues that veterans'
accounts taught later generations to represent the conflict in terms of individual
experiences, revealing how national identity developed according to written records of
the past. Author Craig A. Warren explores seven popular novels about the Civil
War--The Red Badge of Courage, Gone with the Wind, None Shall Look Back, The
Judas Field, The Unvanquished, The Killer Angels, and Absalom, Absalom His study
reveals that the war owes much of its cultural power to a large but overlooked Eenre of
writing: postwar memoirs, regimental histories, and other narratives authored by
Union and Confederate veterans. Warren contends that literary scholars and historians
took seriously the influence that veterans' narratives had on the shape and character
of Civil War fiction. Scars to Prove It fills a gap in the study of Civil War literature and will
apphealcto lthose interested in the literature, military writing, and literary studies related
to the Civil War.
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