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Every generation reinvents Shakespeare for its own needs, imagining through its
particular choices and emphases the Shakespeare that it values. The man himself was
deeply involved in his own kind of historical reimagining. This collection of essays
examines the playwright's medieval sources and inspiration, and how they shaped his
works. With a foreword by Michael Almereyda (director of the Hamlet starring Ethan
Hawke) and dramaturge Dakin Matthews, these thirteen essays analyze the ways in
which our modern understanding of medieval life has been influenced by our
appreciation of Shakespeare's plays.
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