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The majority of American women supported the Allied cause during World War II and
made sacrifices on the home-front to benefit the war effort. But US intervention was
opposed by a movement led by ultra-right women whose professed desire to keep
their sons out of combat was mixed with militant Christianity, anticommunism and
anti-Semitism. This book is a history of the self-styled "mothers' movement", so called
because among its component groups were the National Legion of Mothers of
America, the Mothers of Sons Forum and the National Blue Star Mothers. Unlike leftist
antiwar movements, the mothers' movement was not pacifist; its members opposed
the war on Germany because they regarded Hitler as an ally against the spread of
atheistic communism. They also differed from leftist women in their endorsement of
patriarchy and nationalism. God, they believed, wanted them to fight the New Deal
liberalism that imperiled their values and the internationalists, communists and Jews,
whom they saw as subjugating Christian America. Drawing on files kept by the FBI and
other confidential documents, Jeansonne examines the motivations of these women,
the political and social impact of their movement, and their collaborations with men of
the Far Right and also with mainstream isolationists such as Charles Lindbergh. Glen
Jeansonne's books include "Transformation and Reaction: America, 1921-45" and
biographies of Huey P. Long, Gerald L.K. Smith and Leander Perez.
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