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The association between parents' behaviour and children's cognitive development is
at the meeting place of several prominent theories of psychological development and
a range of complex methodological and conceptual issues. On the one hand there are
theories which argue that the impetus of development is within the child and is largely
unaffected by his or her experience of social interaction: on the other are the
commonsense experience of parents and educators, and the body of neo-Vygotskian
theory, which would see the child's development as profoundly affected by social
interaction or even constituted by it. The purpose of this book is to examine theories
and evidence carefully in order to assess the causal links between parent behaviour
and children's cognitive development.

There is a considerable amount of evidence that suggests an association between
parents' behaviour and their children's cognitive development; but there are many
possible explanations for this association, including direct effects of parental teaching
styles on the children's learning and motivation, differential social class practices and
opportunities, genetic resemblances, and methodological artifacts. A close and critical
look at a wide range of research and of theory is necessary if the causal questions are
to be clarified.

This book develops the current arguments about the nature and causes of cognitive
development, providing a critical discussion of the available research and relating it to
psychological theory. It is suitable for advanced students of psychology and education.
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