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topics in the emergence of modern scholarship, paying special attention to "schools of
sclence" and how such schools reproduce themselves over time. What are the
preconditions from which schools arise? Do they exist as rigid rules or as flexible
structures? How do they emerge from the day-to-day activities of academic life such as
editing journals and writing papers? Abbott analyzes the shifts in social scientific

inquiry and discloses the intellectual rivalry and faculty politics that characterized
different stages of the Chicago School. Along the way, he traces the rich history of the
discipline's main journal, the "American Journal of Sociology". Embedded in this
analysis of the school and its practices is a broader theoretical argument, which Abbott
uses to redefine social objects as a sequence of interconnected events rather than as
fixed entities. Abbott's theories grow directly out of the Chicago School's insistence
that social life be located in time and place, a tradition that has been at the heart of the
school since its founding 100 years ago.
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The Chicago school thought - one cannot understand socila life without understanding
the arrangements of particular social actors in particular social times and places. All
social facts are located in contexts. Think of degrees of contextuality, a network of
intertwined processes, constellations of forces. Variable paradigms/sampling failed us.
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