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Book Description 

The Magic School Bus was a series of children's books intended to teach scientific
concepts to children. The books feature the exploits of Ms. Frizzle and her class of
students at Walkerville Elementary School who board a magical school bus which
takes them on educational adventures to space, under the Earth, into the human body,
or to other such locations. The books were written in the first person from the point of
view of an unnamed student in the Friz's class.

Synopsis: 
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When Ms. Frizzle drives the Magic School Bus full speed ahead into the ocean, the class
takes a submarine expedition that's anything but ordinary. With a well-meaning
lifeguard in tow, the class takes a deep breath and learns about hot water vents, coral
reefs, plant and animal life on the ocean floor, and more! 

From Publishers Weekly 

In a starred review, PW praised "this fanciful yet scientifically accurate romp" in which
"weighty information is buoyantly supported by energetic, cartoony illustrations." Ages
6-9. 

From School Library Journal 

Kindergarten-Grade 4-- Miss Frizzle's class is doing a project on the ocean and learning
about the kinds of animals and plants that live there. Of course, a class trip is in her
plan book. Those familiar with the inimitable school bus and its previous fantastical
journeys are in for another treat; those who are not are in for a wild introduction. With
her usual dash and aplomb, the teacher gathers her students, they board the bus, and
off they go on an adventuresome trip to the ocean floor. All listen as she informs them
about the geologic strata they pass, the flora and fauna at the various depths, the
unique interdependence of the undersea world, and in turn, how its survival depends
upon humankind's actions on land. The engaging characterizations and use of
informative cartoon bubbles continue to be a hallmark of this exuberant
author/illustrator team. The vibrant text is well researched and accurate; it is presented
with such humor and lightness that everyone will wish for a seat on that magic bus. A
great way to escape a hot, stuffy school, and to embark on a cool adventure. 

--Mary Lou Budd, Milford South Elementary School, OH

From Kirkus Reviews 

Exuding her usual air of competence, Ms. Frizzle drives the magic school bus to the
beach, over the sand, and into the waves to take her wisecracking class on a tour of an
intertidal zone, the continental shelf, the deep sea bottom, and a coral reef. Degen's
paintings feature plenty of colorful (and unobtrusively labeled) sea life. As always, the
pace is breathless, the facts well chosen, the excitement of scientific study neatly
evoked, and Ms. Frizzle's wardrobe equal to every extraordinary occasion. At the end,
her students assemble a bulletin board chart to summarize their observations
and--apparently in response to adult anxieties--Cole closes with a quiz clarifying the
difference between fact and fiction in the story. Yes, it's a formula, but a winning one.
(Nonfiction. 6-8)
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