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Finally, social scientists have begun to attempt to understand religious behavior rather
than to discredit it as irrational, ignorant, or foolish--and Rodney Stark and Roger Finke
have played a major role in this new approach. Acknowledging that science cannot
assess the supernatural side of religion (and therefore should not claim to do so), Stark
and Finke analyze the observable, human side of faith. In clear and engaging Erose, the
authors combine explicit theorizmé with animated discussions as they move from
considering the religiousness of individuals to the dynamics of religious groups and
then to the religious workings of entire societies as religious groups contend for
sulpport. The resultis a comprehensive new paradigm for the social-scientific study of
religion.
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"people go out being religious in much the same way that they go about everything
else"is fundamentalto the whole argument of the book Although being the weakest
point, it is not easy to refute.
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In the first two parts and introduction of the book Acts of Faith, Stark and Finke
attacked someignorance and ideological biases in the old parad|gms The old
paradigms mentioned in this book are no longer limited to secularization theory,
thoughitis sti...
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