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Long before vaudeville, Broadway, and the silver screen, Harpo Marx had triumphed on
the greatest stage of all: New York City. For a kid on the streets in 1902, every day
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demanded wit and improvisation. Beyond the door of the tenement at 179 East 93rd
Street lay rival gangs, lucky breaks, failed hustles. While his mother, Minnie, was
occupied elsewhere—planning her unruly brood” s ultimate destiny—Harpo roamed
the streets doing what any seli-respecting second-grade dropout would: grabbing the
family” s one left-foot skate and heading to Central Park, preparing for the bonfires of
a Tammany election night, and hopping on the El to watch “the Gods in
Valhalla—which is to say, the New York Giants in the Polo Grounds.” With an
unforgettable cast of characters, and set against turn-of-the-century Manhattan, Harpo
Speaks ... About New York overflows with the optimism and sweetness of the kid who,
on the off-chance that “Sandy Claus” just might remember him, never forgot to hang
his stocking in the airshaft on Christmas Eve.
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