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This volume fills a research gap of striking proportions by exploring the contingencies
that mediate the crimes perpetrated on those who are themselves perpetrators. The
notion that violence is something that happens only to law-abiding citizens is both
widely held and inaccurate. The disproportionate share of victims of crime are, in
reality, themselves involved in crime. Yet existing scholarship has failed to explore the
contingencies that mediate offenses like drug robberyafrom the forces that inspire it,
to the methods used to select targets, to the means employed to generate
compliance, down to the tactics used to thwart retaliatory attempts after the crime has
ended. This work is innovative and troubling at the same time. It takes a theme that
Hollywood films have explored in greater depth than social science, and restores it as a
crucial part of the ethnography of crime.
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