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In the Shadows of State and Capital tells the story of how Ecuadorian peasants gained,
and then lost, control of the banana industry. Providing an ethnographic history of the
emergence of subcontracting within Latin American agriculture and of the central role
played by class conflict in this process, Steve Striffler looks at the quintessential form of
twentieth-century U.S. imperialism in the region - the banana industry and, in
particular, the United Fruit Company (Chiquita). He argues that, even within this highly
stratified industry, popular struggle has contributed greatly to processes of capitalist
transformation and historical change.
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