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This collection explores birthing in the Pacific against the background of debates
about tradition and modernity. A wide-ranging introduction and conclusion, together
with case studies from Papua New Guinea, New Caledonia, Vanuatu, Fiji, and Tonga,
show how simple contrasts between traditional and modern practices, technocratic
and organic models of childbirth, indigenous and foreign approaches, and notions of
"before" and "after" can be potent but problematic. The difficulties entailed confront
public health programs concerned with practical issues of infant and maternal survival
in developing countries as well as scholarly analyses of birthing in cross-cultural
contexts.
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