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First published in 1823, Hogg's powerful novel combines two stories that hauntingly
echo each other, one set in Edinburgh and the Scottish Borders in the early 1820s, and
the other set in the Highlands in 1746, the time of Culloden and its devastating
aftermath. The Three Perils of Woman subversively challenges many of the attitudes
and assumptions of the established elite of Hog%s day, for example by refusing to
%Loss over what it calls 'the disgrace of the British annals', the atrocities committed by
the Duke of Cumberland's victorious army in the Highlands after Culloden. Likewise, in
its stor% of the 1820s Hogg's novel questions prevailing social attitudes to prostitution
and other matters. The Three Perils of Woman had an interested but shocked and
hostile reception on its first publication, and this controversial text was omitted from
all the nineteenth-century collected editions of Hogg's works. It remained out of print
from the 1820s until its republication in 1995 in the new Stirling / South Carolina
edition of Hogg published by Edinburgh University Press, on which the present edition
is based.Since 1995 The Three Perils of Woman has come to be seen as a book of
outstanding interest and importance. 'Commentators once dismissed Perils of Woman
as a bad book because it trampled on the flowerbeds of early-nineteenth-century
decorum; they now acclaim it a masterpiece for the very same reason, reading
subversive craft in the place of oafishness.' lan Duncan, Studies in Hogg and his World
'Both stories [of The Three Perils of Woman] are generically diverse, self-consciously
impure. Hogg described them as 'domestic tales’, apparently soliciting a female
readership whose delicacy he then assaults with speculations about promiscuity and

rostitution, and with prayers so chattily informal that reviewers found them

lasphemous. Both stories modulate suddenly from comedy to traﬁedy, though one -
but which?- struggles through to what may be a happy ending. [...] What matters about
The Three Perils of Woman is not the conclusions it has to offer about the issues it
raises, but the fact that these are addressed with such painful urgeHCﬁ.They have
become urgent once again, and will continue to be so; and if the book provides an
especially useful way of thinking about them, it's because it offers an 'unflinching’
account of a violent national past while acknowledging the temptation, the impulse,
even the need, to flinch. ' John Barrell, London Review of Books.
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