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This monumental work presents a careful, well-argued alternative reading of the Greek
text of Mark-a reading that pays special attention to such literary devices as word
order, chiasm, inclusio, asyndeton, and the historical present tense. Driving the
commentary is Gundry's provocative, seldom-defended thesis that Mark's Gospel
constitutes a straightforward apology for the shameful manner of Jesus' death; as such
Mark is essentially an evangelistic tract rather than an obliquely written handbook of
Christian discipleship and church life. "Sure to become recognized as the heavyweight
English commentary on the Gospel of Mark...This massive commentary, rich with
exegetical detail and critical assessment of the secondary literature, makes an
important contribution not only to Markan research but also to the study of the
historical Jesus." - Christian Scholars Review
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