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"My mother has been dead for almost seven weeks: | had better go to work before the
need to write about her, which | felt so strongly at her funeral, dies away and | fall back
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into the dull speechlessness with which | reacted to the nerves of her suicide.”

So begins Peter Handke's extraordinary confrontation with his mother's death. In a
painful and courageous attempt to deal with the almost intolerable horror of her
suicide, he sets out to piece together the facts of her life, as he perceives them. What
emerges is a Iovm%portrait of inconsolable grief, a woman whose lively spirit has been
crushed not once but over and over again b;{the miseries of her place and time. Yet
well into middle age, living in the Austrian village of her birth, she still remains haunted
by her dreams.

Translated by Ralph Manheim
TFENAE:
H%:
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"Horroris somethm% perfectly natural: the mind's emptiness. A thought is taking
shape, then suddenly it notices that there is nothing more to think. Whereupon it
crashes to the ground like a figure in a comic strip who suddenly realizes that he has
been walking on air."

Sigh. REBE T A B EEXATE
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