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Of all the great imperial romances in European history, few can compare with that of
Catherine the Great and Prince Grigory Potemkin. Their turbulent and complicated
relationship shocked their contemporaries, and continues to intrigue observers of
Russia centuries later. Lovers, companions, and, most likely, husband and wife,
Catherine and Potemkin were also close political partners. Their letters offer an
intimate glimpse into the lovers' unguarded moments, revealing both ecstatic
expressions of love and candid insights on eighteenth-century politics. "Love and
Conquest” reveals the complexity of Catherine and Potemkin's personal relationship in
light of dramatic changes in matters of state, foreign relations, and military
engagements. Readers will find in the letters new insights on Russia's most famous
empress, her passions, and her world.
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