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While visiting Israel, archaeologist and museum curator Lisa Donahue finds an ancient
papyrus, part of a lost first century AD codex on the teachings of Jesus' female
disciples. Lisa teams up with her ex-boyfriend Gregory Manzur, racing to find the rest of
the codex ahead of Christian fanatics who will kill to prevent the codex's publication.
Told from multiple points of view, this mystery/suspense story is setin Israel in 1997,
prior to the recent Palestinian uprisings. The characters, two American archaeologists,
a Jordanian epigrapher, a Lebanese museum curator, an Arab-Israeli re%istrar, and an
American conservator, reflect the diverse population and religious beliefs of modern
Israel. Since the provenance of the papyri turns out to be a cave located smack on the
Jordanian-Israeli border, an international committee is convened to determine the
ultimate fate of the Dead Sea Codex.
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