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The third volume in the four-volume commentary on the "Book of Acts", this work
presents a fresh look at the text of "Codex Bezae" and compares its message with that
of the more familiar Alexandrian text of which Codex Vaticanus is taken as a
representative. It deals with Acts 13.1-18.23, the chapters that cover the first two stages
of the mission to the Gentiles, with the intervening meeting in Jerusalem (14.28-15.41).
For each section, there is a side by side translation of the Bezan and Vaticanus
manuscripts, followed by a full critical apparatus which deals with more technical
matters, and finally, a commentary which explores in detail the differences in the
message of the two texts. Of particular interest in this part of Acts are the person of
Paul and the unfolding of his character and theology. It is found that in the Bezan text
Luke portrays him as a fallible disciple of Jesus who, despite his powerful enthusiasm,
is hindered by his traditional Jewish understanding from fully carrying out the mission
entrusted to him in these first stages. The conclusion is drawn that the portrait of an
exemplary hero in the Alexandrian text is a later modification of the flawed picture.
Formerly the "Journal for the Study of the New Testament Supplement", a book series
that explores the many aspects of New Testament study including historical
perspectives, social-scientific and literary theory, and theological, cultural and
contextual approaches. "The Early Christianity in Context" series, a part of "JSNTS",
examines the birth and development of early Christianity up to the end of the third
century CE. The series places Christianity in its social, cultural, political and economic
context. European Seminar on Christian Origins is also part of "JSNTS". "Journal for the
Study of the Historical Jesus Supplement" is also part of "JSNTS".
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