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In his controversial and avvard—vvmmn%2003 book Fields of Fire, Terry Copp offered a
stunning reversal of accepted military history, challenging the conventional view that
the Canadian contribution to the Battle of Normandy was a failure. Cinderella Army
continues the story of the operations carried out by the First Canadian Army in the last
nine months of the war, and extends the argument developed in Fields of Fire that "the
achievement of the Allied and especially the Canadian armies...has been greatly
underrated while the effectiveness of the German army has been greatly exaggerated."
CopP Sumaorts this argument with research conducted on numerous trips to the
battlefields of France, Belgium, Holland and Germany. His detailed knowledge of the
battlefield terrain, along with contemporary maps and air photos, allows Copp to
explore the defensive positions that Canadian soldiers were required to overcome, and
to illustrate how impressive their achievements truly were.Except for a brief period
durm% the Rhineland battle, the First Canadian Army was the smallest to serve under
Eisenhower's command. The Canadian component of that Army never totalled more
that 185,000 of the four million Allied troops serving in Northwest Europe. It is,
however, evident that the divisions of 2nd Canadian Corps played a role
disproportionate to their numbers. Their contribution to operations designed to
secure the Channel Ports and open the approaches to Antwerp together with the
battles in the Rhineland place them among the most heavily committed and sorely
tried divisions in the Allied armies. By the end of 1944 3rd Canadian Division had
suffered the highest number of casualties in 21 Army Group with 2nd Canadian Division
ranking a close second. Among armoured divisions, 4th Canadian was at the top of the
list as was 2nd Canadian Armoured Brigade among the independent tank brigades.
Overall Canadian casualties were twenty percent higher than in comparable British
formations. This was a direct result of the much greater number of days that Canadian
units were involved in close combat. As passionately written and compellingly argued
as its precursor, Cinderella Army is both an important bookend to Copp's earlier work,
and stands on its own as a significant contribution to Canadian military history.
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