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In what we may term "prescientific days" people were in no uncertainty about the
interpretation of dreams. When they were recalled after awakening they were regarded
as either the friendly or hostile manifestation of some higher powers, demoniacal and
Divine. With the rise of scientific thought the whole of this expressive mythology was
transferred to psychology; to-day there is but a small minority among educated
persons who doubt that the dream is the dreamer's own psychical act. But since the
downfall of the mythological hypothesis an interpretation of the dream has been
wanting. The conditions of its origin; its relationship to our psychical life when we are
awake; its independence of disturbances which, during the state of sleep, seem to
compel notice; its many peculi-arities repugnant to our waking thought; the
incongruence between its images and the feelings they engender; then the dream's
evanescence, the way in which, on awakening, our thoughts thrust it aside as
something bizarre, and our reminiscences mutilating or rejecting it-all these and many
other problems have for many hundred years demanded answers which up till now
could never have been satis-factory.
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