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| love this game

Love the feel of the batin my hand, the grass under my feet, the shouts of
enc?uraégement as | step into the box. | draw strength from the fans and play my heart
out for them.

Ijlust wish those who control the game had more respect for the guys doing the
playing.

What | want to do in this book is show you what it” s been like taking this strange,
wonderful, sometimes immensely frustrating life journey. There are a lot of stories to
tell from a life lived on and off the field: some sweet, others horrific. Everything from
soakm% up Little League glory to nearly being shot to death, from learning the startling
truth of how | came by my last name to playing with and for characters like A-Rod,
Jeter, Lasorda, Leyland, and Torre. And, yeah, T [l finally set the record straight about
Steinbrenner and Bonds.
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