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Located between three powerful phenomena, public health, the law and social stigma,
methadone maintenance treatment attracts loyal advocates, vociferous critics and
innumerable engaged onlookers. This book combines contemporary science studies
theory with in-depth interviews, policy documents and media texts to examine this
controversial approach to addiction, providing a unique approach to the
understanding of illicit drugs. Arguing that methadone maintenance treatment
depends for its rationale on two contradictory, yet equally powerful images - the
disordered, compulsive heroin user and the responsible, choosing subject of
contemporary health care - this book traces the ways the program both reproduces
and disrupts conventional understandings of what it means to be human, a citizen, a
woman or man, questioning, as it does so, the conditions under which treatment is
delivered.
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