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To say that Mrs Langley was dumbfounded is but a feeble way of expressing the state
of her mind. Although a lady of great moral courage, and accustomed from infancy to
self-control, she felt, on first beholding her timid little daughter, strongly disposed to
seize Fatma by the hair of the head, and use her as a bludgeon wherewith to fell her
Algerine mother; but, remembering the dignity of her position as, in some sort, a
reflected representative of the British Empire in these parts, and also recalling to mind
the aptitude of Algerine gentlemen to tie up in sacks and drown obstreperous Algerine
ladies, she restrained herself, bit her lips, and said nothing.
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