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When SEamsh explorers arrived on the coast of South America, they found that natives
had built their homes on stilts among the swampy shore of Lake Maracaibo. Because
this reminded the Europeans of the city of Venice, they named the region Venezuela
(Little Venice). Today, Venezuela is one of the leading oil-producing nations in the
world. It has a hi%h rate of population growth, and most of its people live in urban
areas. As the sixth-largest country in Latin America, Venezuela has great influence on its
neighbors economically, politically, and culturally. Each lavishly illustrated book in the
"South America Today" series teaches about the geography, histor*, economf\/, and
culture of each nation. Each volume is indexed, and contains a bibliography featuring
books and Web sources for further information.
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