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Winner of the José Saramago Literary Award

In an unnamed Portuguese village, against a backdrop of severe rural poverty, two
generations of men and women struggle with love, violence, death, and—perhaps
worst of all—the inescapability of fate.

A pair of twins conjoined at the pinky, a 120-year-old wise man, a shepherd turned
cuckold by a giant, and even the Devil himself make up the unforgettably oddball cast
of The Implacable Order of Things . As these lost souls come together and drift apart,
José Luís Peixoto masterfully reveals the absurd, heartbreaking, and ultimately
bewitching aspects of human nature in a literary performance that heralds the arrival
of an astoundingly gifted and poetic writer.
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评论

葡萄牙内地无名小镇的苦难之书（suffering）。恶魔、巨人、智者、连体婴儿、牧羊人
、厨师、盲女、木匠……平凡的村民们过着荒诞的生活，新一代也无法摆脱绝望的轮回
。比起财富上的贫困，更加可怕的是人物的偏执和人际关系的冷漠。苦难无法解释也没
人愿意理解，一旦遇到困境就用极端的方式自我毁灭。作者是阿连特茹的村庄出身，写
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作时应该融入了对家乡的理解吧，语言很喜欢，有点安图内斯内味儿了。
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