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This book provides a detailed picture of the life of these Greek mercenaries, analyzing
who they were and from what section of society they came. It explores their
motivations, their relationships and connections, both with each other and those with
whom they served, and shows how mercenaries were recruited, paid and maintained.
Matthew Trundle reviews a variety of evidence, including Xenophon's detailed account
of how over ten thousand Greeks tried and failed to establish the Persian prince Cyrus
on his brother's Imperial throne, the fragments of a fourth century play about the first
ever soldier of fortune, and inscriptions prohibiting Athenians from taking service with
their neighbours. The result is a fresh look at the significance of mercenaries in ancient
Greek society, economy and politics, and their part in the process that shaped the
great Empire of Alexander the Great and the Hellenistic world.
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书评

别看薄薄一本不到200页，开本也小，妈呀每页密密麻麻全是字，Routledge的这个书
系手头还有两本电子版的，统一没有设置脚注或尾注，全部随正文注出，加上这本书的
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作者又穷尽地占有了史料，对相关研究也是不厌其烦地完整引述，即便行文几乎没用什
么生僻的词汇，读起来依然相当费...  
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