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Kurt Cobain, Anne Sexton, Mark Rothko, Ernest Hemingway, Adolf Hitler .. . all famous,
some rich and powerful, some beloved, some abhorred. But when life and
circumstance got to be too much, each headed for the exit door. Sigmund Freud
overdosed on morphine. Dorothy Dandrid%e stripped naked and swallowed a handful
of antidepressants. Hunter S. Thompson shot himself while talking to his wife on the
phone. These are the lonely personal nightmares behind celebrity suicides—the
deaths and their causes are as diverse as the victims themselves. In Death Becomes
Them, Alix Strauss bids each one a final good-bye while examining the last days and
the unbearable incidents that drove these notables to end their lives. She decodes
their notes, touches on their accomplishments, and delves into the methodologies of
their deaths using autopsy and police reports and personal photos. Strauss also
explores the morbid curiosity that feeds our fixation with famously tortured souls and
provides lists of other controversial, bizarre, and poorly executed suicides in this
mammoth tome.
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