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Plundering Appalachia is a collection of photographs and essays detailing the grim
realities of mountaintop removal mining: the effects of the blasting on the
environment and the people and animals in its wake; the irreversible devastation of
the natural landscape of Appalachia; how mountaintop removal is or is not regulated;
and the true costs of the practice over time. Most people in the United States are
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connected to mountaintop removal in some way, whether they live in the affected
areas, consume products derived from the mining haul, or are dealing with the effects
that mining has on their ecosystem. Plundering Appalachia is a clarion call to action,
askimig Americans to get past the rhetoric of the coal industry and see the real
Appalachia. Supported by science and common sense, the book is a plea for a region
whose natural beauty deserves to be enjoyed by future generations.
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